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SUSTAINABLE HEALTH REVIEW — EVENTS 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.03 am]: Over the last several months, the 
Sustainable Health Review panel has hosted a number of exciting engagement events, including a primary care 
roundtable, a climate and sustainability forum, a workforce and training roundtable, and the Art of the Possible — 
Digital Health Expo. The primary care roundtable was held at the University of Western Australia with 60 leaders 
from the state’s primary health care and hospital sectors. Discussion and strategies focused on ways to improve 
integration between the primary sector and hospital services, with a focus on person-centred services. The climate 
and sustainability forum saw some our brightest minds from across the climate change and health sectors brought 
together to brainstorm innovative practices and approaches to minimise the adverse health effects of climate 
change on Western Australians. While the focus of the Sustainable Health Review is on ensuring we can deliver 
high-quality, cost-effective health care for the state, in doing so we would be remiss to not look at our energy use, 
waste management and contribution to carbon pollution. 

The workforce and training roundtable provided the opportunity for key leaders within the workforce, education and 
training sectors to contribute to a targeted discussion on the future of our workforce and training programs in the 
context of sustainability. Our people are our greatest asset and one of our roles as leaders is to earn and maintain their 
respect. We are under no illusion that managing the changes to come demands a sustained commitment to employee 
engagement. These are challenges we must tackle and the culture of health will benefit if we share these goals. 

The Art of the Possible — Digital Health Expo was held in July with more than 100 consumers, clinicians, 
innovators and influencers attending the event, showcasing examples of WA’s technology industry and its 
potential to impact health care delivery. Submissions to the Sustainable Health Review suggested new 
technological initiatives, such as patient navigation apps, health robotics, telehealth, independent living and virtual 
reality. The Art of the Possible — Digital Health Expo forum showcased some of these advancements firsthand, 
from stroke detection through to gaming, immersive virtual technology and 3D holograms of GPs. The future of 
health care was right there in one room and it was an exciting place to be. 

Our next event will be a stakeholder forum in Peel, and I look forward to all the local members joining me to 
discuss the future healthcare needs of the Peel region. 
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